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TWO OF 
A KIND 
Aqua Narrowboats will be exhibiting 
two bespoke craft at May’s Crick Boat 
Show of a similar size and design, 
but with very different interiors. 
Mark Langley takes a look…

A
qua Narrowboats is 
a well-established 
hire-fleet operator and 
boat-builder based 

at Mercia Marina on the Trent 
& Mersey Canal at Willington. 
Running a luxury hire fleet 
means that the company can 
build private boats to the same 
level of robustness and comfort 
as its holiday craft. Aqua prices 
upfront for a ‘standard’ bespoke 
boat, while offering a large list of 
optional extras, which ensures 
that both the design and cost are 
exactly as its customers want. 

On a bright early spring day we 
took a look at two of its boats. 
The main focus of our attention, 
60-footer All You Need Is Love, 

will be the company’s show boat 
at Crick in May, while Ripple 
Effect will also be exhibited at the 
event out on the adjacent canal, 
with viewing for both arranged 
at the Aqua stand (see page 
87). As we discovered, the craft 
demonstrate the very high level 
of thoughtful fit-out that we have 
come to expect from the company.

All You Need Is Love
Shell and exterior
The Colecraft shell is superbly 
finished, with a 10/6/4mm 
plate specification. The bow is 
particularly graceful, with good-
sized swims both here and at 
the stern. The paint scheme is 

NEW BOATS 
ON TEST



 









 


